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  Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 26th August 2025
Welcome and introductions 
Elaine welcomed everyone to the meeting, then introductions around the room.
Present
Bea Coulson; Elaine Ellams; Lorna Ellis; Linda Hill;Helen Hurst; Paul Liptrot; Shirley Lusher; Carole Miles; Sheila Milnes; Andrew Moakes; Izzy Morris; Pam Powell; Gill Rigbye; John Whiteley; Marlaine Whitham 
Apologies 
  Victoria Briscoe; ;Kathy Lamb; Jim Maloney;  Ira Whiteley                                                                                                            
Minutes of the June  meeting 
 Proposed by Gill, seconded by Andrew,they were signed as a true record. 
                                           The King’s Award                               Elaine gave background to the award, crystal and citation, which is being framed.
They will, hopefully, be displayed in a cabinet at the library. With many pics taken by Elaine at various events, Elaine will willingly take the crystal to other venues on request for more.
Digital screen at the library                                                       John will include upcoming events on request in landscape format. 
 Finances                                                                                                                Helen gave her  report. Helen had chosen CA to receive donations from the PC annual walk on Sunday. Andrew asked if CA would fund spring bulbs to be planted by the five primary schools. All agreed to a sum of £150.  
 District Councillors’ report     
None of the councillors were available to attend.
                                                                                                                     Parish Council updates 
 Drainage and relaying of paths in the Memorial Park will be going ahead,funded by a forty year loan half funded by Wigan Council. As the contract with Moss Bank had not been renewed, PC made alternative arrangements for watering of displays for 2025. The term co opted member no longer exists, but there are representatives re local groups and organisations eg CA, CVRA, Stockley Park, In Bloom, Fete etc  
Additional Updates              
 Andrew said the Garden Club Show had been a massive success, with the most exhibits ever. Mrs Evans, owner of Golden Days had given £500 for the best school garden project, which was awarded to Millbrook. Allsaints came second & St Bernadette’s third. The Garden Club awarded  second and third prizes of £100. £50, plus a fruit tree. Mo Sawyer will give a talk, ‘A Sense of Purpose ‘ at the next GC meeting on Monday 8th September from 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms. All welcome.  Millbrook are holding a bee keeping experience over a weekend; two mornings @ £ 80 per person. The recently used defib located at Forest Fold will be returned soon from the ambulance service with new pads.                                                                                              Carole will meet with Victoria Briscoe on Thursday to gain further details about a 75k funding initiative, aimed at stopping isolation for over 50’s, which runs until the end of August. There was some discussion about how useful transport would be to enable people to attend  various activities around the district. Izzy said Friday coffee morning at the Methodist building on 26th September 10-12 would be in aid of Macmillan. Thanks to Helen, Gerard and John for the annual PC walk which included twenty people and three dogs. Thank you to John for his letter of thanks to Sheila and Margaret for serving refreshments after the walk. Marlaine reminded people about the box at the library for old mobile phones which will be passed on to The Brick and refurbished. Tec mates will meet at the Methodists this Friday and every other week. The four wheelchairs, stored in the building are well used.                                                            Shirley gave information about forthcoming dates for Digital Learning at Shevington Library. The first will start on Tuesday September 9th from 10am-12 and run for 10 weeks. The next  will start on Tuesday November  11th, again for 10 weeks, using ‘Learn My Way’ plus word processing. The cost is £3 per session. With limited places, booking is essential. Application forms are available at the library.                                                                                     Pam said the recent exhibition by the Art Group had been enjoyable, with several enquiries to purchase exhibits.                                                              Gill said the Hospice superstore on Robin Park will be opened at 10am on Friday by a Wigan rugby player.                                                                                                             Helen said Fete 2026 will be on Saturday 20th June.                                     John said adverts have been placed in Local Life and Red Rose booklet re a new chair, secretary and trustees for the YC as John and Paul are stepping away next year.                                                                                                       Linda had visited the christian organisation in Tarleton which sends medical aid to Ukraine. With five warehouses, they also take non perishable food, clothes and furniture. The veterans met at the library last week. Two veterans from The Hub came to talk about refurbishing wheelchairs and mobility scooters free of charge. The shoe box appeal is helped by St Anne’s, the Methodists and All Saints. Linda will also invite St Bernadette’s to join.                                          Izzy thanked Gill for the loan of costumes from the Hospice VE Day event to take to the recent weekend in St Anne’s.                                                                  Elaine said the next Dementia Carers meeting will be on 1st September, then on 30th September. She brought items which can be recycled at Boots. With discussion on recycling Marlaine has sent a link for further information:- https://www.recycling.com.recycle-an-item                                                        Gill said again that parking by the library is an ongoing dangerous issue because of the lockers re online shopping.                                                                  Sarah and Laura had sent a report about events at Stockley Park :-                                                                                        
We just wanted to share an update for the meeting this week on what Friends of Stockley Park have been doing for the community over the summer.
We hosted three community play sessions (last one Wednesday 27th August) with outdoor games and crafts, which have been really well attended by local families. We also hosted a Bat Walk with Billinge Bat Rescue, where families enjoyed learning about bats before heading into the park at dusk to spot them in action.
Our Friday morning Walk & Talk and Park Gym Sessions, run in partnership with Be Well, continue to encourage health, wellbeing, and social connection each week.
Our next meeting will be held on 4th September 6.30pm in The Boathouse. All members of the community are invited to share their views and ideas for the park. 
We will also be hosting a Nature Halloween Workshop in partnership with Mindful Events on 28th October at 2pm. More information will be available on our Facebook page nearer the time. 
We are also in the process of applying for funding towards new equipment in the park.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support.
Best wishes,
Sarah & Laura
The meeting closed at 8.35pm.
Date and time of next meeting                                                                           Tuesday 30th September at 7pm
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Councillors’ details
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